CITY OF NORTHAMPTON

MASSACHUSETTS

..Qn .Cify C)ouncili May 6, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims

Ordered, that

The City Council Rules for the 2010-2011 Session are amended as follows:

ADD:

Executive Session

Section 49 MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION. The City Council shall create and
maintain accurate minutes of all executive sessions in accordance with the following:

1. The minutes shall set forth the day, time and place, the members present or absent, a
summary of the discussions on each subject, a list of documents and other exhibits
used at the meeting, the decisions made and the actions taken at each meeting,
including the record of all votes.

2. Any vote taken in an executive session shall be recorded by roll call and entered into
the minutes. , S

3. The minutes of any executive session and the notes, or other materials used in the
preparation of such minutes, and all documents and exhibits used at the session may
be withheld from disclosure to the public in their entirety, according to the provisions
of M.G.L. Chapter 4 § 7 (26) (a), as long as publication would defeat the lawful
purposes of the executive session, but no longer.

4. The Council President, with the assistance of the Secretary to the Council, shall, at
reasonable intervals, not to exceed three months, review the minutes of executive
sessions to determine if the relevant statutory provisions warrant continued
nondisclosure. Such determination shall be announced at the City Council’s next
meeting and such announcement shall be included in the minutes of that meeting.

5. Upon request by any person to inspect or copy the minutes of an executive session or
any portion thereof, the Council shall respond to the request within 10 days following
receipt and shall release any such minutes that would not defeat the lawful purposes
of the executive session.

6. Any notes, documents or other exhibits used in the preparation of the minutes of
executive sessions shall be retained for at least 60 days following the approval of the
minutes of the executive session by the Council. The Council President shall
periodically review said notes and other documents prior to the discarding or
destruction thereof.




